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Stories of Change
Passing each year Dr. Ambedkar is becoming increasingly relevant in Indian
social and political life. Yet, his core message, ‘Annihilation of Caste’ is
conveniently neglected as attempts are made to find more security, justice and
progress while maintaining the Caste system. But this does not seem often to be
the case with most marginalized, unrecognized and ordinary people who
struggle each day in their small ways to confront and change the Caste order
defying both its rules and philosophy.
Not much has been written about these small and yet meaningful successful
efforts to overgrow the Caste bearings and often defeat them.
Dalit Foundation has strengthened such grassroot action and learnt more from
these struggles rather than leading them. As Dalit Foundation has completed
13 years of its existence, it felt important to document the small stories of social
change in its work areas, where less is spoken about the tyranny, helpless defeats
and continuing stories of caste atrocities but more is spoken about the struggle
that lead to change and success. At Dalit Foundation, we feel we need more
stories of change and success that lay unrecognized.
These stories of success are the result of personal and communal struggle
against all odds. Dalit Foundation gives credit for these stories of change to
those who are engaged in bringing the change. Change has been at both, the
personal as well as community level.
The document, 'Stories of change and struggle' is a tribute to Dr. Ambedkar on
the year of his 125th Birth Anniversary, a man for whom ‘Annihilation of Caste’
had been for each moment he lived, non-negotiable. These stories keep the
hope alive that one day the rule of caste on our minds will be annihilated.
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For the first time the dominant Castes were afraid of law.

O

n September 22nd, 2016, at 9 PM there were loud cries from a house
in Dalit locality in village Aruvari, located on the borders of Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh in Koraon Tehsil of Allahabad
District. When Arvind Kumar, the local leader trained by Dalit Foundation
rushed to help, he found a Dalit woman alone in her home crying for help. Her
mentally unstable husband was not at home and it was her cries that had saved
her from the sexual assault by three Yadav men who had broken into her
compound by climbing a wall. The woman in the milieu was slightly injured.
Three years ago, the same men had assaulted the woman's husband over some
quarrel. The woman never gave in to the highhandedness of the accused. The
three men were looking for an opportunity to teach a lesson to the woman and
hence the incident.
The attackers had fled from the scene when Arvind arrived. He failed to receive
any prompt response for help even when he called the police station
immediately. The next day, he accompanied the woman to the Khiri Police
station where after discussions the PSI transferred the case to the Lediyari
police out post. There the police immediately summoned all the three attackers
for investigation and found them guilty.
As the police prepared to arrest them, the pressure from the dominant Caste
leaders who had assembled outside the police station mounted on the victim for
a compromise. The victim was in no mood to compromise but intervention by a
Dalit Police official softened her. The accused admitted their offence on a
stamp paper and offered a written apology.
Arvind was not convinced by this act of compromise but it was his first
experience of the kind. He consoled himself with the fact that for the first time
the Dalit woman had challenged the dominant Castes and dragged them to the
police station. Earlier when her husband was severely beaten up there had been
no police complaint.
Arvind who has completed his B. Ed, and training at DSK, devotes his
maximum time to address issues of injustice including untouchability,
discrimination at school, violence against women and irregularities at PDS. He
has mobilized over 40 youths from SC/ST, OBC including girls under the
banner of Samta Sainik Dal and trains them on accessing governmental
schemes and legal remedies.
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Only law cannot help get justice.

T

he village Koti of Kalsi Tehsil in Dehradun District in Uttarakhand is
home to 35 Dalit families who belong to the ‘Kolta’ Caste. Like the
other villages of the Tehsil even here many Dalits fall prey to the blind faith
holding the local God ‘Mahasu’ as the supreme authority having absolute control
over their lives.
Being landless, many Dalit young men were bonded laborers with the dominant
Caste members. Their bondage continued as a result of their borrowings with
high rates of interest and their inability to repay. The landlords charged them
monthly interest of five percent and an annual interest of sixty percent. Hence,
the daily labor that the Dalits offered to the landlords was insufficient to even
repay the interest.
The fellows of the Dalit Foundation identified the bonded laborers during their
visits to the village and tried hard to find ways for their release. The
psychological extent of oppression could be gauged with the fact that the use
of legal means to release bonded laborers was not even considered an option
and the moral value was upheld that they had to repay to the landlord to fulfill
the promise and conditions of the contract even if it was against the law.
After persuasion Dalit Foundation fellows were able to free two Dalit youth
from the bondage. Two other Dalit families holding farmland came forward to
lend money to the Dalit youth to enable them to repay their debt to the
landlords and thus freed them from the slavery. Further, these Dalit families
employed the Dalit youth in their own farms so that through their labor and
without the burden of any interest, they could repay their borrowing.
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Only if the children were lucky to have a good teacher.

T

he teacher of the primary school of village Kudar (Piyari) of Koraon
Tehsil in Uttar Pradesh got an unexpected call one morning that
compelled him to change. The caller was none other than the Block
Education Officer wanting to know why the teacher was not at the school. The
teacher fumbled but could not find words to explain and rushed to the school to
find the Dalit children with a visible spark in their eyes. They were the ones who
had forced teacher to the school.
It was common for the teacher to come late to the school and leave early for the
day as no one in the village questioned him. The situation had changed now
since Sheela, the young woman, had returned to the village after completing her
volunteer training. As she was passing by the school she noticed that the school
time was due long ago but all the children awaited at the school gate. On inquiry,
the students informed her of the situation saying that they wanted to study but
teachers were not teaching them even when the school was on, as teachers used
the students for other odd jobs.
Sheela immediately rang up the BEO (Block Education Officer) as the contact
number was written on the wall of the school and informed the officer about
the teacher who did not come in time to the school.
As the teacher rushed to the school he faced parents of the students who were
summoned by Sheela who questioned the teacher. The teacher folded hands to
apologize and promised never to be late and teach students properly.
The Dalit students now had the confidence and informed Sheela that they were
also discriminated during the lunch time as they were asked to seat separate,
away from other children by none other than the teacher. The teacher denied
the allegations but it was not long before the parents found out about the
discrimination. This incident activated the School Management Committee
who visited the school to ensure that no such incident occurred again.
For Sheela, it was a tough battle to be the volunteer. Her father was a
construction worker and mother a housewife. When she returned home after
training, her father restricted her movement under the influence of instigation
by some villagers that she might elope with some boy. But as time passed by,
Sheela became respectable in the eyes of many. She also set up a library for
children in her house. Her biggest joy today is that her father on her advice has
given up alcohol and supports her activities.
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No God shall protect the crime.

T

he two priests of the famous temple dedicated to ‘Mahasu’ God of
village Laksyar had no idea even in the stretch of their imagination that
they could be in the jail for the charges of committing atrocity on Dalits.

Laksyar, a small dominant Rajput Caste village is famous for its Mahasu temple.
Dalits from the adjoining villages go to the temple but are not allowed to enter
the temple. Dalits required to lay their offerings to God such as goat, silver coin
or grain on the ground outside the temple. While the other Castes could offer
cooked food to the God, the Dalits could not. The priest would not put the
religious mark on the head of Dalits as done to the members of the other
Castes. Instead, the Dalits had to put the mark themselves on their heads from
the vessel put on the ground for them.
On 22nd October 2015, Babli a young Dalit woman from the nearby village had
dared to enter the temple with two other Dalit youth, Dinesh and Tarachand.
Enraged by this act, the priests kicked her and beat her up with the weapons that
were supposed to be held by God until she was unconscious and bleeding
profusely. Like Brahmins, Babli too had been awarded the status of 'Devmali'
(the priest), but her 'priesthood' was confined under the Caste norms to serve
only her Caste.
The fellows of Dalit Foundation reached the village and moved Babli to the
hospital 50 KM away. Later they took her to the police station. The police were
already contacted by the accused and did not register the crime. They tried to
send away Babli and other Dalit activists. But Babli and others stayed put to the
police station until the complaint was registered at 1 AM. In the city of
Dehradun, a protest march was organized. For the first time in the area two
priests were arrested and put behind bars.
Both Babli and Dinesh have completed the volunteer training at DSK. Babli
was the only person at DSK who could not read or write but she for others
turned out to be the most learned.
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Passion for justice belittles threats.

A

n attack on the Dalits by the OBC took place in Nadupalli, a small
hamlet in Karnataka on 7th February 2015 injuring three Dalits. The
State had sanctioned construction of Dr. Ambedkar Bhavan in the
village and had sanctioned Rs. 500,000 for the same. The contract was awarded
to a member of the OBC who as alleged, used below quality construction
material apart from not completing the work as per the schedule. When the
Dalits complained about the same, they were attacked.
The Police, under the pressure from the local MLA and their Caste allegiance
were more than reluctant to register a complaint. It was only after a Dalit
Foundation fellow, Prabhavathi who irrespective of the personal threats she
received, mobilized the Dalits to protest against the Police station until a
complaint was registered. However, the accused were successful in getting the
bail. The victims were paid a compensation of Rs. 45,000 by the State
Government.
The incident united Dalits under one banner forcing the village Panchayat to
resume construction of Ambedkar Bhavan. Dalits intend to celebrate Dr.
Ambedkar's birth anniversary in the new premises in the coming year.
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Nationalism over sharing the Casteless burial land is a distant dream.

T

he loss of a family member took a second priority over the worry of
finding a burial place for the landless Dalits in village Byalya in
Karnataka. Those who possessed little land were less worried as they
buried their dead in their own land. This situation prevailed in spite of the fact
that the State had allocated two acres of burial land to the village. However, the
Dalits were not allowed to access this burial land for reasons of Untouchability.
The dominant Caste here were the OBC. For the landless Dalits, the only option
was to bury their dead 4-5 kilometers away at the end of the village boundary on
the road side or near the bank of a pond, which has been a common practice
found across villages in our country.
The situation had become a norm until recently when Dalits filed a police
complaint with the help of Mr. Siddagangaiah; a Dalit Foundation fellow after
the OBC united to stop Dalits to bury one of their dead person. For Dalits, this
was a victory as, for first time they were able to use the common burial ground.
The pressure on the land has mounted, which lead to communal clashes over
the question of burial. The Dalits decided to seek land from the Government
for their own burial ground. After a long battle, they were able to secure two
acres of land which they have now fenced with the little money from NREGA.
The fact of Caste based segregation even after death continues.
This proved that nationalism over sharing the Casteless burial land is a distant dream.
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The Best in me has come out.

F

or her at the age of 27, it was memorable experience of life to travel
alone home to Khed, a village of Satara in Maharashtra from DSK,
Gujarat. She has completed her post-graduation in social work but each
time she travelled there was someone from the family who accompanied her to
the Station and purchase a ticket for her.
More was waiting for her at home. Her father did not object her going to DSK
but the mother was far from willing. At the end of her short stay home to appear
for her final exams when it was time to return to DSK, Manisha waited for
someone to accompany her to the railway Station. When no one in the family
took the initiative, tears sweltered. It was her mother whose firm and loving
tone that surprised Manisha; 'You are on your own. You can find your way'.
Manisha cannot help remembering her childhood. She was born as a second
daughter to her parents and against all social pressure mounting on the parents
to continue hope for a male child the parents decided that they were happy with
two daughters. The father named her 'Manisha (My hope)'and opted for a
family planning operation.
Manisha's mother could study up to grade 7 only, as her parents asked her to
discontinue studies being the only girl from her village traveling outside for her
further education. The father could study up to 11. The hardships in the family
were strong deterrent for Manisha's father to study further. His father had a
good income job and was able to build a good house but his sickness forced the
family to go homeless to afford a cure. Neighbors often ridiculed the dire
poverty of the family and to escape those taunts the children including
Manisha's father opted to stay in their small farm land which too was
mortgaged later.
Ever since Manisha came to understand her surrounding as a child until she
completed her grade 12, her family lived in a small hut. For Manisha, it was a
daily routine to wake up early and join her father to contribute to farm labor
before rushing home to attend the school. On her return from home she had to
rush to market to sell the vegetables, the family grew. Hence when it was time of
declaration of matriculation results, Manisha was sure of failure. Unable to bear
the humiliation of failure she went away to the home of her maternal uncle
hiding her exam receipt to ensure no one would be able to access her results.
Manisha had another Dalit girl companion to the school along with many other
friends from the village. The latter were good friends but they were conscious
never to help Manisha and the other Dalit girl by sharing their school notes.
To be continued...

MAY 2017

23

Tuesday

24

Wednesday

MAY 2017
Thursday

25

Friday

26

MAY 2017

27

Saturday

28

Sunday

... in continuation...

To utter surprise of everyone Manisha scored 72% in her matriculation and her
father could not contain his tears.
Few years earlier as her father was having his meal in a farm he labored, he came
across a piece of newspaper. It was the advertisement of the Navodaya school,
a residential national program of providing quality education at no cost to
bright students. The father who was ignorant of the scheme headed for the
school seeking information from the teacher of the school to explore
possibility of her daughter to benefit. The teachers were less than enthusiastic
with a preconception that no child from the village, least a Dalit girl could
succeed a tough entrance exam. An undeterred father was persuasive and the
elder sister of Manisha became the only student from her village to gain
entrance in Navodaya which ended in her completion of masters in science.
The latter wanted to earn for the family but the social pressures ensured that she
was married off.
For Manisha, further education was tough as she was forced to earn through
tuition classes to ensure that she could pay her food bill and other costs. As her
masters in social work neared, Pradeep More from her own village, currently
Deputy Director of Dalit Foundation visited her college to speak to students if
they were interested in joining the social work beyond theory. Manisha along
with one more girl opted for the challenge amidst displeasure of all their
colleagues who were offered well earning jobs after attaining their degree.
Hence Manisha with other colleague stepped in DSK on 15th August for a sixmonth leadership program sponsored by Dalit Foundation. Manisha was
frustrated when her colleague left after few days. In this crisis it was her mother
who motivated her to continue.
Manisha had an opportunity to introduce herself to larger society when she was
visiting home on a short vacation last Diwali. It was the time when her State was rife
with the Maratha protest demanding reservation. A Maratha farmer was visiting her
home to seek help from her father to get some laborers for his farm. Manisha could
hear the loud remarks the visitor was making about how Dr. Ambedkar had created
comfort and score of facilities for Dalits, as she was preparing the tea. It was also a
custom that the girls must stay indoors when such guests visited.
A little later as she served tea, Manisha asked the guest how much land he
possessed and what education her daughter had. The visitor was left speechless a
while later when Manisha explained to him that he could afford a medical science
education for her daughter and a vehicle for his son even when he had no
'reservation' because of his property and he would continue to hold nine acres of
land after selling one acre for the education of his children whereas her father
To be continued...

MAY 2017

29

Monday

30

Tuesday

MAY 2017
Wednesday

31

... in continuation...

could never think of selling his only one acre farm for the education of his
children, thanks the unequal distribution of land in the rule of the Caste system.
Manisha's out-rightness pleases her parents but not her other larger family
members who cannot accept a woman to be independent having independent
views. Their displeasure stems from the fact that Manisha turned down a marriage
proposal they had brought. For Manisha, the proposal was humiliating as the
relatives tried to impress her that her husband to be would allow her to visit and
take care of her parents in their old age as her parents did not have a son.
Although Manisha had a tough life in her childhood on account of poverty she
is humbled at DSK where she has met many friends, the young women, whose
life experiences are full of immense sorrow and deprivation.
Back home Manisha's college friends who had surmised that she was wasting
her time at DSK rather than be employed like them are keeping a close watch on
her progress. Manisha on her return home wants to set up her own organization
to help Dalit children who continue to suffer poverty and prejudices just as she
did in her childhood. For Manisha, the sole reason to continue at DSK is that
the best in her has come out.
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The educational institutions were designed to be agents for social change.

N

allur, a village in a rural district in Bangalore, has Dalit population of
34 families and the village has presence both; an Anganwadi as well as
a primary school.

Mrs. Sowbhagya, a Dalit woman was appointed as an Aaya (helper) by the
District Commissioner to the Anganwadi. The Anganwadi teacher, a member
of the OBC community did not like a Dalit woman cooking the food or helping
in the kitchen and hence she created an unhealthy working environment for
Sowbhagya. The supervisor and the teacher too harassed the Dalit helper. The
word about 'a-Dalit-woman-cooking' was spread to the parents of the OBC
children and slowly they stopped sending their children to the Anganwadi to
save them from being polluted. The dwindling number of children became the
official reason for the authorities to close the center. The issue of
Untouchability laying at the center for dismal state of Anganwadi was not
recognized.
The Dalit Foundation fellows working in the area Pushpa, Honnappa, Nasreen
and Mathew, on coming to know of the issue approached the Dalit victim and
encouraged her to fight the injustice. They organized several meetings including
the meeting of all the parents whose children benefitted from Anganwadi, the
Panchayat members, the Gram Sabha etc. Written submissions were made to
the local MLA along with the District and Taluka authorities and thus the facts
leading to closure of Anganwadi were brought to their notice.
The authorities thereafter transferred the responsible teacher and appointed
another teacher to the village Anganwadi. Sowbhagya was paid her back wages
and the Anganwadi got back to working normally.
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Economic and Social Vulnerability are correlated.

A

lthough Dalits and the Tribals form a sizeable number in the village
population of 2700, they do not have much power in the village owing
to landlessness and dependence on the farm labor. Migration in search
of labor for Dalits is common. Their dependence on the dominant Castes for
survival is often turned in to their vulnerability for subjugation. This is what
happened when a Dalit man stood up to a farmer of an upper Caste in the small
village Pathertal in Allahabad.
On 8th August 2016, as the Dalits were walking from their village to the
neighboring village for farm labor, they passed through the field of a Brahmin
farmer. In the village, it is a common practice to walk through farms when the
crop is not standing. A 26-year-old Dalit young man and a labor contractor was
also following the same route to catch up with his other colleagues who had
passed the same route.
The Dalit young man however was stopped by the Brahmin farmer and asked not
to pass through his farm as some work was being undertaken to make the bunds
on the farm. However, the Dalit man decided to follow the village norm common
to all and continued to walk through the field. His act angered the Brahmin farmer
who was joined by other relatives to teach the Dalit man a lesson.
The next day, as the young Dalit man approached the farm with other Dalit
laborers, the Brahmins targeted him and forbade him and the others from
passing their farm. An assault followed by the argument with Caste expletives
resulted in the Dalit leader's hand being fractured for not bowing to the high
handedness of the Brahmins.
The Dalits decided to file a Police complaint. About 25 Dalits approached the
Police station in support of their fellow man and registered a complaint under
the Prevention of Atrocities Act. The accused were arrested, owing to the
united fight of Dalits.
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Untouchability is replaced with water stealing from Dalit pots.

V

illage Mado is located among the curves of river Belan in
Uttar Pradesh. The people of 2000 population village, in absence of
any means of transport, has to walk on the foot or use the bicycle to
cross the river and access the market at a distance of 15 KM.
The source of drinking water in the village were the hand pumps installed by the
gram Panchayat. One such hand pump was shared by members of Dalit, Pal
and two Brahmin families. Pal, the goat grazers, are majority OBC population.
Numerous clashes were witnessed in the village between the Pal and Dalit
woman on account of Untouchability practiced at the hand pump. The Pal and
the Brahmins washed the hand pump and the surrounding area before
accessing water and allowed Dalits to access the hand pump only after they had
secured enough water for themselves. One such clash happened with Sandhya,
the first Dalit young woman to have enrolled in post-graduation in the village,
when she was humiliated at the hand pump with other Dalit women accessing
the water.
Soon Sandhya joined the volunteer program of Dalit Foundation and after
completing her training at DSK she returned to her village and resolved to end
the humiliation of Dalit women at the hand pump. She called in for help from
the Dalit Foundation fellows. A series of meetings were held to address the
issue with the members of the Gram Panchayat headed by Tribal Sarpanch.
Dalits prepared to file a complaint if the issue was not resolved.
The discrimination has now come to an end and Dalit women are not required
to stand on one side to give priority to Pal or the Brahmins. However, the nature
of tension has changed. Dalit women complain that while they are busy
drawing the water from the hand pump, the Pal women sometimes in a great
hurry, steal water from their pots behind their back.
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What an Idea!

A

three-month training at DSK gave Surekha an opportunity to dream.
She wanted to set up a tailoring training center for local girls in her
village Akli falling under the Tribal Dahod District of Gujarat. Her
husband, a school teacher agreed but was unable to convince his parents who
were disturbed with such an idea from a daughter-in-law. Surekha didn't give up
and called her father who worked for a prestigious decorating firm in
Ahmedabad. Her father, though skeptical about his daughter's ability to train
others, agreed.
Surekha's next hurdle was to raise finances for her enterprise. No relatives came
forward with financial help. Her parents allowed her to use their big home as a
training space. Surekha had saved Rs. 30,000, earned as wedding gifts in her
bank account. Payal, her DSK teacher and friend gave her Rs. 20,000 to support
her enterprise. Payal is also a Tribal girl and felt that the best way to use her
money was to lend it to Surekha as her support to a cause. Surekha purchased
tailoring machines and started her institute with five female trainees. In a year,
she trained 53 students, including five men.
Surekha and her enterprise ‘Om Sainath Shivan Classes’ has now become well
known and attracts students from many nearby villages. She charges Rs. 5000
for a three-month training in Blouse and Dress making.
With income flowing in, her in-laws visit her of course to take control of her
income but Surekha does not need her father to convince her in-laws anymore
on her behalf. She reinvests her income in further equipping her institute.
Surekha says, 'Initially I was unsure whether I would be able to teach others, but
today I'm confident. In the next five years, I want to start a hostel to help girls
from far off villages'. Surekha called up DSK when her enterprise completed
one year. DSK was happy that it's unique competition for students called 'What
an Idea!' where students compete for an award with their unique ideas of
employment generation has helped many including Surekha to dream.
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Caste based occupations have spread to the public schools.

A

small lonesome girl was spotted with a broom in her hand cleaning the
school premises in the village of Piyari in Allahabad. Basant Lal, a
fellow of the Dalit Foundation and Sheela, a young volunteer from the
adjoining Kudar village on asking the girl, learned that the teachers assigned the
jobs of cleaning the school premises and toilets only to the Dalit girls from Kol
and Chamar community whereas other students belonging to Yadav, Gaderiya
or the Muslims sat in the class taking tuition. Both the activists recorded the
story on their mobile phone.
Sheela visited school again on August 22nd, 2016 and finding no change in the
situation approached the Principal who denied that such a situation existed as
the school had appointed a cleaner for the job. Sheela confronted him by
showing him the video on her mobile and informed that she would file a
complaint against all the teachers for promoting such Caste discrimination.
The Principal, left with no defense folded hands begging for forgiveness and
promised to ensure that there would be no such discrimination in the school.
He requested not take this matter to higher authorities or even to Police station.
Sheela immediately met the members of the School Monitoring Committee of
the school and informed them about the situation.
A sweeper was then appointed by the Gram Panchayat who did the cleaning
work in school. Sheela and the local youth visit the school to ensure that there is
no Caste discrimination. However, whether a sweeper from the lowest
considered Caste must clean the toilets manually or not is a deeper question
which is yet to be answered.
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Action leads to result.

T

he village Samlaipadar of Bargarh District in Odisha had a high school
with 230 students. As per the records 155 eligible students ate at the
Mid-day meal program.

Of the two OBC women cooks appointed in the mid-day meal program, it was
learnt by the Dalit Foundation fellows that one woman discriminated the Dalit
Children. Not only did she drop food in their plates from above but even ensured
that Dalit students maintained a distance from her and did not touch her.
Jalandar, assisted by five youth from the village branch of Samta Sainik Dal
brought this issue to the notice of the headmaster and the School Management
Committee. The cook was called in and she acknowledged her discriminating
behavior. She apologized and promised never to repeat any acts of
discrimination.
All children now sit together in a common row and share their meals.
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The solutions for the problems we face lies within says Buddha

S

HE stepped into DSK on 15th March 2016 with nine of her colleagues,
joining the Police course. Apart from her personal articles she had
brought from home a sacred medal tied to her neck and some ash. This
was commonly done by many others, especially female students. A discussion in
the prayer meeting few days later about the symbols that perpetuate the blind
faith prohibiting a rational outlook towards life prompted her to cut off the
sacred medal from her hand and throw it into the fire.
It all started one day when her mother started weeping bitterly, throwing tantrums
and shouting. The priest from the temple summoned by the family diagnosed that
she had been possessed by a ghost . The house was sprayed with the cow urine and
some blessed rice was pushed into the possessed woman's mouth to help her
throw off all impurities from within the body among several rituals.
She was very attached to her mother. Every strategy and appeal had failed to
deter her father from consuming alcohol which he bought by selling his wife's
golden earrings. Whenever he was drunk he used to abuse his wife and even
thrash her in front of her children. When it became unbearable for her mother
to bear the humiliation she would fight back, sometimes joined by children. In
one such altercation, her father was left with a fractured limb. As she neared
adulthood, these daily altercations became humiliating and unbearable until one
day she too was thrown into convulsions and sobbed hysterically. The Priest
confirmed the possession and transgression of the Ghost from the mother to
the daughter.
The Priest instructed her not to consume meat, tie the sacred medal around her
neck and apply blessed ash on her forehead. The only time the medal required
to be removed was while visiting a family where someone had died or when
approaching a menstruating woman to protect it from defilement. All these
actions were to protect her from the wrath of the Ghost and to pacify her mind.
She also drank cow's urine, as it was a family custom to serve cow's urine to each
member when a child was born in the family. She followed all the rituals such as
going to temple once a week, folding hands and bowing her head whenever she
saw a temple from far and avoided going to the temple when she was
menstruating.
At DSK she met many other young women of her age who had suffered a
similar trauma as their fathers had devastated the good atmosphere of the
family due to their alcoholism. She learnt that she needed to think rationally to
help the family.

To be continued...
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... in continuation...

A month ago, when she was home on a short vacation from DSK, her mother
burst into spates of laughter and convulsions. For the first time, she did not
rush to her uncle or brother to plead them to summon the Priest. Instead, she
shouted at her mother. Her mother looked into her eyes directly, wildly and
gradually returned to normalcy. She told her mother that there was no Ghost,
evil spirit or wrath of God as her mother listened to her in disbelief. The mother
could not believe her eyes once again when she did not heed to her instruction
not to go to the farm and get ginger as her menstrual body would harm the crop.
She showed her mother that the ginger crop was unharmed after she touched it
with her menstrual body.
A few days later when, she was served cow urine at the occasion of a child birth,
she politely refused to the surprise of everyone. She also did not take the
customary bath or wash her hair with the cow urine on the occasion.
For friends and family back home she was a changed person. She continues to
be troubled by the humiliating treatment her mother receives from her father. It
is not alcohol that bothers her so much, as her mother too often consumes it as
the only thing that soothes her body after a hard day of physical labor; rather it is
the peace that the whole family is deprived of. She plans to help girls of her age
not to fall prey to superstition and irrational practices.
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All was in the name of God, until the minds changed.

T

he whole village including the Dalits were shocked as if struck by the
lightning when they witnessed two Dalit families who returned to the village
after almost eight years. This is the story of Sila, a small but unique village
falling under the Dehradun District that house about ten Dalit families.
It might sound common to us when a buffalo dies due to illness or an old earthen
wall caves in or someone in the family has prolonged illness. But it was not the
case for two Dalit families in Sila who suspected the possibility of some
extraterrestrial forces for such happenings in their families and decided to
consult the local Priest. The Priest confirmed their doubt and advised them to
abandon their homes and farm land. They purchased land and built a makeshift
home four Kilometers away on the planes of a hill known as Nagthat.
A few days later an elderly Dalit man died after being stung by a swarm of honey
bees. Five families to which he was the traditional leader quickly approached the
Priest. The Priest offered a cut-and-paste remedy; 'give up your homes and the
farmland' he said. The five families did not waste time to join the two families
who had previously departed. The remaining three families did not wait for a
tragedy to strike and hence the Dalit locality was deserted. Ironically, none of the
other Castes, including the Priest were the victims of such mystic powers.
As time passed by, the dominant Castes thought of putting the remains of the Dalit
homes to best use and took the wood of their houses to build an upcoming temple.
They did not think a permission was required from the owner of these homes. Each of
the Dalit families owned about 15 bighas of land which too turned barren.
The fellows of the Dalit Foundation knew well that the blind faith of Dalits in
their local God, “Mahasu' was the reason for their slavery. The dominant Castes
made optimum use of Dalit blind faith to exploit them to their full advantage.
What could bring about change was a rational outlook towards life which was
possible only through a long drawn educational process.
The two Dalit families who had made the beginning of the exodus were the first ones
to convert to new faith; a rational thought and not a religion. They understood the value
of their farm land. Amidst all pressures that included the threat of social boycott from
other Dalits if they dared to return to the village and displease the God by going against
the advice of the Priest, they returned to the village. As a first step however, they did not
enter their original homes but took up agriculture on their farm land.
It is learnt that some of the other families too plan on following in the footsteps
of the two Dalit families who ignored the fear of God's wrath. The Priest too has
decided to change according the direction of the wind and advices people to
return to their homes and land gradually!
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Progress cannot be fast unless pushed.

The Dalits of Utkoor in Mahbubnagar District of Telangana experienced a lot
of hardships. The construction of a road that passed through their locality had
been halted for five months. The dust and sand flying off the road with passing
of the vehicles had brought sickness to many Dalits, especially the children.
Animals too found it hard to tread through the tough terrain. Representations
before the authorities and leaders fell to their deaf ears and produced promises
of action that were never fulfilled. Hence the community decided to solve their
own problem with the best skill known to them.
The community men and women decided to shut down the road and hence
about 100 people sat on the road for three hours bringing the traffic to a halt.
The authorities rushed to the spot. Water was sprinkled on the road
immediately to ensure no dust flew and the construction of the road resumed.
The road was completed in 15 days bringing relief to the Dalit colony.
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Justice requires more than the presence of a Police Station.

V

itthalapur is a rare village of Mandal Tehsil in Ahmedabad with the
presence of a Police station. In 2016, it's in-house Police station,
received a complaint from the Dalits for the very first time.

Last June, the village witnessed a major occasion where the 'Brahmani' temple
was repaired and consecrated. While the entire village joined as one unit and
had food together, the Dalits were served food in their own locality. The temple
was located across the Police station but the principle of Suo Moto action did
not apply to the police force to take upon Caste discrimination before their eyes.
The Dalits too never protested as they had never done in the past.
Two months later another incident sparked some tension between the Dalits
and the Brahmins. The latter had used the public road serving the Dalit houses
as a manure dumping ground causing inconvenience and stench to Dalit
families. Petitions on the issue to the Panchayat were not attended.
On 6th August 2016, a Brahmin man parked his car and tractor on a public road
near the Dalit homes. Soon a Dalit brought his septic tank used to clean the
gutters and parked it near the already parked vehicles as there was no other place
to park. Some Brahmins knocked on the door of the Dalit to protest against the
parking of the mechanical septic tank near their vehicle using foul language at
night and thus created an uproar and a scuffle. Other Dalits rushed to help the
Dalit who had sustained injuries on his hands and head caused from the stick
blows of the accused.
At two in the morning the Dalits approached the Police station and filed a
complaint against the accused. This was the first ever complaint filed by Dalits
that broke their fear to stand up for their rights.
The fellows of the Dalit Foundation Mahesh, Jayesh, Vajubhai and
Purushottam who worked in the area, visited the village as soon as they learnt
about the incident. The Brahmins felt pressurized for the first time and did not
waste much time to employ tractors and removed all the manure pits clearing
encroachment off the public road.
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Women continue to be the Victims of multiple forms of discrimination.

B

ap is a big village with over a population of 10,000 in Phalodi Tehsil of
Jodhpur District in Rajasthan. The village came to a halt on 25th
November 2015 as the decomposed body of a Dalit woman was found
in the pond water outside the village. The silver ornaments on her body were
missing. Empty liquor bottles and wrappers of food were found near the body.
Evidence suggested that the woman was raped and murdered by more than one
man. The place of offence had marks of the footwear and motorcycle wheels.
The deceased woman was reported missing for three days since she had left
home for labor. She was a mother of seven children with an alcoholic husband
who did not contribute to the family income and was loaded with additional
responsibility to run the home. The incident shocked the whole village across
the Caste. The market downed shutters for a day and over 2000 people gathered
outside the Police station to bring the culprits to justice.
People suspected that the Police had played foul in the case where they arrested
a Dalit person while the other offenders suspected from the dominant Caste
escaped the attention of the law. Although the circumstantial evidence
suggested the presence of more than one person at the place of incident had
not resulted in any arrests.
The arrest of the lone Dalit accused was possible after lots of pressure from the
village community and Dalit Foundation fellows Gordhan and Ashok making
representation before the higher police authorities. The media attention too
played a role in the arrest of the accused.
Unfortunately, the children who lost their mother also lost their father who
could not undertake the trauma. The accused has offered a huge sum of money
to the family to ensure that there was no conviction in the case.

AUGUST 2017

21

Monday

22

Tuesday

AUGUST 2017
Wednesday

23

Thursday

24

AUGUST 2017

25

Friday

26

Saturday

AUGUST 2017
Sunday

27

Monday

28

To change minds, a good leader is required.

F

or Sati Anasuya, the Dalit Foundation fellow it was a dilemma of a
different kind. She had received a distressed call from a Dalit family at
eleven clock that night that a young woman was in a critical stage with
diarrhea in the village of Janjgir Champa District of Chhattisgarh. In the
absence of the ambulance service the only way to save the patient was to rush
her to the medical camp in the District. However, the father-in-law of the ailing
woman was against the decision of moving the patient. The reason was
unscientific but populist to which the whole village had adhered. This small
hamlet had already reported three deaths due to the diarrhea epidemic. But the
traditional leaders attributed the epidemic to black magic. Hence, Baiga, the
witch doctors were summoned from neighboring villages on 6th August 2016
and they had prescribed a remedy: 'Nobody would venture out of their homes
between 8PM and 8AM, the next day'. The diktat was informed to the village by
beating of the drum.
Sati Anasuya was angry at the father-in-law of the ailing woman but then grew
compassionate knowing well that the patient could lose her life had she engaged
at the moment to fight the orthodoxy. For her the priority was the ailing woman.
Hence she tried every argument and logic she had to convince the adamant
father-in-law. The father-in-law gave consent when Sati Anasuya said that she
would undertake the responsibility of handling the consequences and pay a
penalty if required to break the diktat.
The ailing woman was saved and the medical doctor who later visited the village
praised the insightfulness and courage of Sati Anasuya before all the villagers
for averting the risk to the life of the woman. The witch doctors and their
followers were silenced and no one spoke about punishing Sati Anasuya for
breaking the religious diktat.
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Dilemma of the Dalit woman: To forgive or not to forgive

F

or the 27-year-old Dalit woman appointed by Government as a staff to
run the Anganwadi center in the village Kosir in the Janjgir Champa
District of Chhattisgarh, it was a nightmare. Her colleague too was a
Dalit woman.
One day, as both of them were doing their work in the Anganwadi, a 17-yearold boy barged in and abused her with Caste expletives telling her she was not fit
as an untouchable either to teach or feed the children. When the Dalit woman
challenged the boy, he physically assaulted her. The milieu gathered a lot of
people but none came forward to help or support the Dalit woman. This
continued for two more days.
When Jagina, Subhadra and Vibhishan the fellows and volunteer at the Dalit
Foundation, came to know of the incident, they visited the Dalit woman and
advised her to file a police complaint. On approaching the Police station, the
Police did not show any inclination to register the complaint. Hence they
proceeded to the District Police headquarters and submitted a written
application. This forced the Police to visit the scene of the offence.
Police could not arrest the accused when they visited the village, as the accused
and his father ran away from the village. The family members of the accused
approached the village Panchayat members and appealed for a compromise.
The accused was presented before the village who apologized to the Dalit
woman and requested her not to press charges.
The fellows of the Dalit Foundation advised her not to compromise but pursue
her quest for legal justice. The Dalit woman was in a dilemma, to forgive or not
to forgive. Finally, she decided to accept the apology of the accused and his
family in presence the whole village.
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Eating together is important program of education.

T

he idea of starting a mid-day meal scheme in India post-independence
was rooted in a dialogue with a young boy who was grazing animals at an
age when he was supposed to be in school by the Chief Minister of
Tamilnadu in 1961. On being asked why he was not in school the boy had
sought back a question: Will you give me food if I attend school? Mid-day meal
today has become an integral program of primary education. There have been
incidents where the children studying in the school at meal times carry their
young siblings too so as to feed them or carry food home to feed the other
siblings at home as a small respite to poverty.
The Lagra village, of Pamgarh Tehsil in Chhattisgarh however had a different
story where it was noticed by the Dalit Foundation fellows that all 93 children
did not eat the meals served at school. The investigation revealed that many
parents had asked their children not to eat since the newly appointed cook was a
Dalit woman. Like many villages in other parts of India here too the mid-day
meal had become a of litmus test of Untouchability.
The teacher justified that the non-participation of children in the meal program
was attributed to the fact that the children lived near the school and hence could
easily go home for their meals. He however could not explain why children only
from a particular Caste group did not eat the meal. The Dalit cook however
knew the reason as she had heard people talk while doing rounds around the
village of her appointment as a cook. Some parents tried to defend their
decision of not allowing their children to eat at school to bad quality of food.
The Fellow Umesh Pradhan however involved the school teachers, Panchayat
members and the women of the village over meetings to ensure that all children
participated in the meal program. The situation has now changed and except for
seven children, who do belong to well-to-do families, every other child eats at
the school.
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If only the minds and hearts could converge into a harmony.

T

he story of the village Salkhan in Navagarh Tehsil of Janjgir Champa
District of Chhattisgarh is different, where overgrowing the Caste
distinctions, the youth from across Castes have played a vital role in
resolving a Caste dispute.
For the Dalit Sarpanch of the village, the climbing to the position was steep.
The other co-members in the Panchayat did not support her. They did not
attend the meetings when they were called. The meetings if attended had a
nasty ending with abuses including Caste expletives directed to her. Hence, she
could not carry out the work that she had planned for the village. The
unfinished work was translated as her incompetence. Her election on the
reserved seat for Dalit-woman turned out to be a bad experience for her.
The tension in the village was visible. This time the youth from the Samata
Sainik Dal intervened. Few months ago, the fellows of Dalit Foundation had
done a major program of awareness in the village to ensure that the youth came
together across Castes for the welfare of their own village. Hence the Samata
Sainik Dal was born in the village with 54 members including 20 women. These
members came from all the 12 Caste groups in the village barring one or two
Caste groups and elected their own leader.
The members of the youth organization held a public meeting on 20th July
2016 to resolve the tension in the Gram Panchayat. Grievances were heard and
clarifications were made. The meeting decided that all people in the village had
to support the Sarpanch and attend all the meetings. Hence the first Gram
Sabha was held thereafter on 2nd October and was attended by a huge number
of women. Their hearts and the minds converged.
The village has now come forward to support the campaign of Samata Sainik
Dal that encourages everyone to take broom and clean the public space around
their own premises. This campaign has become a topic of discussion in
neighboring villages.
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Equality is non-negotiable.

T

he teacher who was serving at the primary school in the village of
Balasar Motai in Rajasthan, travelled five kilometers each day to come
to school. The State had contributed money to the primary school and
had directed the teacher to purchase new plates so that the food could be served
to the children during the mid-day meal program. The teacher bought two sets
of plates each having a distinct design. Children therefore had no difficulty in
identifying their plates that were codified according to the Caste status.
Additionally, two color dots were added at the bottom of the plate to make the
system of segregation, foolproof.
The cook appointed for the mid-day meal program was an OBC woman who
also cooperated with the teacher. The school maintained two water tanks, one
for the Dalit and the other for the rest. Children were made to sit separately
during the mid-day meals according to Caste and the Dalit children were served
food from above. This happened even when the majority of the children
studying in the school were Dalits.
Archana and Geeta, fellows of the Dalit Foundation had been on their regular
visit to the school and were informed by two locals about the discrimination of
the Dalit children. They visited the school and the children about it. They
shared everything about what went on in the school without fear.
When the matter was discussed with the teacher, he panicked. He knew of the
consequences, if the matter was brought to the notice of the Police. He was
frightened that he would lose his precious job. He apologized and ensured that
all the plates in the school would be of the same design. The second water tank
was removed and all the children were asked to drink water from the same tank.
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The Truth will always remain Truth.

H

ad her husband and in-laws taken her to the hospital she would not
have lost her first child in the miscarriage. For a week she had fatigue
and probably her Amniotic sac had burst as she was losing water.
That night she was in unbearable pain but no one rushed her to the hospital
until she collapsed unconscious. The message reached to her parents and they
rushed her to the hospital. The doctors were able to save her life.
She has now a second child but she has not seen her child for more than three
years and a quarter. The child was snatched away from her even when she was
breast feeding the child. Her mother-in-law and the husband has threatened
that they will never ever allow her to meet the child.
She was sure that she would not be able to save her second child if she lived with the
husband and hence she stayed with her parents until the child was born. However,
after the birth of the child, the husband or any of his relatives never even called her
once or came to meet her or the child. Several calls her parents made to her husband
and his relatives were either not answered or ended in pressing the point that their
daughter was unwanted. Her relatives finally took her to her husband's home and
tried to settle the matter in the presence of the village Panchayat members.
She had thought that she could save her marriage and be with her child if she
would bear with all the harassment that her husband and in-laws would shower
on her. Hence, in the presence of her father she slept bow headed on the floor
in the feet of her mother-in-law amidst shower of filthy abuses. Humiliated, her
father and other relatives left her to her fate and returned home.
Her mother-in-law decided that she would stay separate from others. Hence she
was shifted to the cow shed with her child. The other family lived in a four room
house equipped with fans and coolers. Her cow shed did not have a door. It was
full of dung and urine bringing in an army of mosquitoes. The cow shed was at
the edge of the farm land and hence in the monsoon the rain water brought
along scorpions and other poisonous lives.
She was served food the last after everyone had and not all the items that other
members had. Her husband occasionally came when he wanted to sleep with
her but beyond the act there was no conversation. The mother-in-law had told
her in the presence of her father, 'I will make your life like a cow dung'. Hence,
she ensured that she was never at rest. She was required to fill in water from the
tap and wash the floor. She was made to wash the dung-plastered floor in two
rooms and then made to re-plaster the floor. She was not allowed to talk to any
other person in the neighborhood. Once her husband saw her in conversation
at the water tap with another woman and she was ordered to get water from
another tap which was further at a long distance.

To be continued...
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... in continuation...

Filthy abuses no more angered her which were extended beyond her to her
sisters and mother. She even listened to the accusations of her husband that she
was not carrying her first child. She accepted filthy abuses from her husband's
brother who was much younger to her. She tolerated the attempt of her
husband's elder brother to assault her.
One rainy evening as she was feeding the child she saw a big scorpion in the hut
and rushed to call her husband. She requested him that it was not safe for the
child in the hut and at least the child could be shifted to the main house. The
husband telephoned his mother travelling at the time and passed on the request
which was flatly refused.
She was then asked to work in the field. She could barely manage to carry the
child and work at the same time in the farm. Her brother-in-law happened to
visit at the same time to witness her tragic condition. She requested her brotherin-law not to inform her parents as that may affect her marriage life but the
message reached her parents. The Panchayat members were called once again to
settle the matter but the husband was adamant. He would never accept her.
Finally, she left her cow shed and returned with parents.
She was depressed. Traumatized. The atmosphere at home was tense. Everyone
were good to her but she missed her child and babbled in her sleep. Her parents
requested her husband to allow her to at least see her child but they refused. A
case was filed for harassment and compensation but not even once she has been
summoned. Once she learned with a heavy heart that her lawyer, a far off
relative also represents her husband.
As a child she was scared and hid herself whenever her father was drunk. He
would abuse her mother or even her sisters and flung anything came in his way.
The neighbors gathered to witness the events which were embarrassing to the
family. When she returned to her parental home she saw that even then there
was no improvement in habits of her father. Additionally, her brother, a teacher
too has taken up to alcohol. As the time passes, she has realized that she is
becoming a burden to her parental home.
Hence, she did not think twice when she got the opportunity to come for her
training at DSK. At DSK, she once broke down in the evening session and
gathered the courage to share her experiences and found so many friends who
supported her emotionally. On returning home her priority is to be self-dependent
before helping young women like her in the village not to either give up or give in.
She was asked that she could be anonymous if she wished. She said, 'No. Let my
name be there. Truth shall always remain Truth'. She is Sheet from Chhattisgarh.
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Those who discriminate, never progress.

A

rchana hails from Motai and Geeta from the Jamba village of Phalodi
Tehsil of Jodhpur District in Rajasthan. They both joined the Dalit
Foundation as fellows. Looking at the quick progress that the young
volunteers made during their two month stay at DSK, there was a suggestion
that the fellows too must be trained just like the volunteers.
They were both concerned about the status of the women in Rajasthan. The
girls there do not study beyond grade 12 and are married off before that.
Geeta lost her father due to respiratory problems even before she lost her
grandfather. One of her uncles wanted to save money for the family. He
arranged a marriage for Geeta without even consulting her mother. Hence, the
ritual known as 'Dora Jalaya', an exchange of cotton thread to symbolize a
marital contract, to coincide with the last rites of her grandfather was
performed when she was a little girl of two years.
Both Archana and Geeta are not 'Scheduled Castes'. Archana's father who
works with the National Handloom Corporation always had a word for his
daughter. He believed that those who discriminated, never progressed. For
Geeta, the biggest source of support was her mother who after losing her
husband, single-handedly raised her three children. She fed the family from her
income by maintaining fifteen cows and took care of the agriculture. Her
mother ensured that Geeta completed her graduation.
Archana felt that Caste distinctions often vanished when the person was
wealthy, however the poor continued to be discriminated. Both of them faced
stares from their community members whenever they set off for field work
visiting the Dalits in the villages.
However, they ignored the remarks that were passed behind their backs and
continued to do their job.
At DSK, they feel they have gained a deeper understanding of Caste and the
way society functions.
Both of them have a common dream; to enter the Police services, as women
usually do not find space in that particular sector owing to social rigidities. They
counsel the girls of their age to study and not agree to child marriages.
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Compensation for Dalits is justice.

B

efore she could realize a bulldozer stopped in front of her hut which she
had been living in for two generations. The bulldozer within few minutes
flattened the land which was her shelter. Her cries for help were ignored
by all in the village.
She has been a cleaner in the village and a mother of two with an alcoholic
husband who did not contribute much to the family income. She is the lone Dalit
family of village Jampali of Jharband Tehsil of Odisha. The village people do not
pay cash for her services but reward her through cooked food or grain. There had
been an open plot of land close to her house which belonged to a dominant Caste
person not residing in the village. The latter claimed that her house too stood on
his land. Hence, he took possession by force. He did not think it necessary to
legally ascertain the ownership of the land from the revenue records.
A Dalit Foundation fellow Gobardhan who works in the area took up this
matter seriously. Memorandum was presented to the District Magistrate and the
community mounted pressure on the administration. An inquiry by the revenue
authorities established legal ownership of the woman on the land where her
house stood. The State Government quickly paid her a compensation of Rs.
40,000 to erect her new home.
The man from the dominant Caste was not booked by the authorities for his
crime under Indian Penal Code. Yet for everyone the justice has been done in
the matter since the woman has been paid a compensation.
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A Step Forward.

T

he village Kanasar in Phalodi Tehsil of Rajasthan is famous for its 500year old temple dedicated to 'Devi Sati'. The woman belonging to Bishnoi
community is believed to have been set on fire on funeral pyre along with
the dead body of her husband thereby acquiring a status of Goddess.
Five Dalit families have been singing religious songs in commemoration of the
temple Goddess for few generations. They are not allowed to enter the temple
though for fear of pollution. Hence, they sit outside the temple premises on an
allocated place and perform the rituals. Their traditional occupation of singing is
their major source of income.
The visitors to the temple offer them grain, money or clarified butter as gifts
which is their income. Over the years the number of devotees has increased and
hence the income of the Dalits too has increased. For other Bishnoi competitors,
the rising income of Dalits on a prime location became a source of discomfort.
On 11th July 2016, the 55-year old Dalit man who has been the chief performer,
was assaulted by five members of the Bishnoi Caste. Although the Dalit
Foundation did not work in that village, the local people were able to contact the
Dalit Foundation fellows through their contact with people from other villages.
A proper legal guidance and action ensured that all the accused were arrested.
The victim however felt alone and isolated as most Dalits in the village did not
support him. Due to fear of the dominant Caste, other Dalits did not come
forward in support of their fellow community member.
The Dalit Foundation fellows advised him to give up his current Caste based
occupation for some dignified occupation. However, the victim is reluctant to
give up his age-old profession even if it brought him social exclusion and
discrimination. True, as a first step of liberation from the Caste slavery he has
filed a complaint against atrocity.
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I found myself.
Shantidevi was eleven when she was married. She did not know what a husband or
a mother-in-law was. Within a year she had a miscarriage and wept seeing her own
blood. When the neighbors asked her the reason why she was crying, she said that
a blister in her body had burst. Her sister-in-law tried hard to make her understand
that she was pregnant with a baby. She did not understand how a baby could be in
the belly since her mother had explained her origin by saying that she had found
her on the sand dunes weeping, when she had gone to collect firewood.
She accompanied her husband who migrated from one place to another doing
odd jobs. An elderly man in the neighborhood had a bad eye on her. When she
complained to her husband about it, he confronted the old man. The latter was
annoyed as a migrant had challenged him in his own village. That night when
Shantidevi sat with her husband watching TV, there was some movement
outside, followed by a knock on the door calling for her husband. She sensed
some trouble and told her husband not to step out.
She quickly rushed into the kitchen to return with a handful of red pepper
powder in both hands stuck in her coat pocket. She faced not one but six men
who had come to teach her husband a lesson. She challenged them to deal with
her first before dealing with her husband. The man who had harassed her,
stepped forward to grab her, followed by the others. But suddenly all of them
went blind with a horrible burning sensation. As they rubbed their eyes in pain,
she snatched away their weapons and beat them badly. She did not only shame
them by beating them but injured their manhood.
The pain she went through as she began to understand the surrounding made
her fearless. Slowly, people came looking for her from far and wide to confide
their troubles in her and seek guidance. She did not know the law but
understood the legal procedures. Her anger stemmed from the fact that people
perceived women as the weaker sex.
She passed through a lot of personal tragedies in her own life. The most difficult
and traumatic of these tragedies was when she witnessed her niece, who in her
pregnancy was murdered and set on fire by her drug addicted husband. The latter
had sold his wife's ornaments before selling his land to purchase the drugs. He
thought the only other way to buy drugs was to force his wife to get a dowry.
At times, she lost interest in the life feeling devastated but her struggle has made
her the rebel that she is today.
At DSK, she loves the environment where everyone is treated equally. She
participates in all sports activities including running, high jump, long jump and
says, 'Here I have found my childhood. I have finally found myself'.
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The fight against Border of Caste.

W

hile her husband was serving the Indian Army in the Border Security
Force, she too had a border to deal with within her own village; a
border of Caste. Ever when she was born as a free citizen, she has
been fighting the border which keeps her confined to Caste based slavery.
The 56-year-old Dalit woman from Badi Sidd village in Jodhpur owns a housing
plot where she lives with her children. Her Dalit neighbor lives elsewhere
leaving the house plot vacant. Few months ago, she was assaulted by a Thakur
of her village. The assault was because the Dalit woman had become an
obstacle for Thakur to lay his hands on the vacant housing plot.
The Dalit Foundation fellow Ashok and Gordhan came to her aid and gave her
necessary legal guidance. She registered a complaint with the Police which
ensured the arrest of the accused. Her husband in the army could not leave the
task of protecting the Nation to protect his own wife against the menace of
Caste but was very supportive in helping her fight for justice.

NOVEMBER 2017

13

Monday

14

Tuesday

NOVEMBER 2017
Wednesday

15

Thursday

16

NOVEMBER 2017

17

Friday

18

Saturday

NOVEMBER 2017
Sunday

19

Monday

20

On Dr. Ambedkar's125th Birth Anniversary, Dalits create a history.

T

his is a story of how the Dalits of Alegaon stood up for their birthright
after more than 60 years of discrimination. The Dalits were not in
possession of any cultivable land and earned their daily bread by
working at the cotton mills or in the sugarcane fields. They were unaware of the
fact that they had been allotted around 103 acres of land under the Mahar
Watan land scheme. This land was given to them based on the services they
offered to the village under the Caste system. The Maratha leaders of the village
did not allow any Dalit representation in the community and a Gram Sabha was
never organized where Dalits could speak of their rights. The Marathas treated
them as complete outcasts and did not even allow them to carry the dead bodies
of their loved ones through the main village street. Dalits, instead had to pass
with their dead bodies only on the path, exclusively designated for them.
One day someone posted a defamatory comment on social media about
Dr. Ambedkar that prompted the Dalit youth to call for a bandh in the village.
The Maratha leaders filed a complaint in the village and seventeen Dalit youths
were arrested. Enraged by this injustice, a group of Dalit men and women along
with a few leaders of the community decided to stand up to the Maratha leaders
and fight for their rights. They organized themselves under the banner of
'Samta Sainik Dal' and travelled to Gujarat to attend a protest program against
the atrocities towards the Dalits in Una.
The organizing had an impact. Dalits forced a meeting of the Gram Sabha
through intervention of the authorities where 37 houses were sanctioned for
Dalits. They also secured their representation in the village 'Tanta-Mukti
Samiti', a State program where minor issues in the village were addressed and
resolved by the local community leaders.
Also, for the first time in history, the Dalits of the village carried the dead body
of their loved one with dignity and walked on the main street of the village.
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The Cost of Freedom from Bonded labor.

T

his is a story of J. Kori, a Dalit who worked as a bonded laborer like his
ancestors. He lives in Badachh, Madhya Pradesh, a village with a
population of 1738 people. Although the Dalits comprise a major share
of the population, actually only fifteen Brahmin families dominate the village
since they hold most farm land of the village.
J. Kori received 1.25 Kg grain daily and old clothes once in a year as a
compensation for his work. His job profile as a bonded labor comprised of
cleaning the house, taking care of the agriculture work, taking care of the
children and cleaning their feces, disposal of animal dung in manure pits etc. for
the landlord.
In 2015, he was joined by his fifteen-year old daughter to share his immense
workload. However, the young girl was sexually exploited and this ended in her
pregnancy where the child died after few days in the hospital. When the
Brahmins did not succeed in exerting pressure on the Dalit family to withdraw
the criminal case they carried out an attack on Dalits. They showed their might
by attaching a submersible pump to the drinking water well that was used by the
Dalits and drew the water for their farming . The Dalits were now forced to get
drinking water from across the river which was polluted with the fecal matter of
the buffaloes brought in by the Brahmins.
Shyamlal, Manish, Shivpal, Mamta and Rajbahor, associates of Dalit
Foundation took up the challenge to motivate Dalits to fight against
oppression. A renewed fight started with making representations before the
District Magistrate and the Police authorities. The accused were arrested. The
State government declared a compensation of Rs. 180,000 for the aggrieved
woman. The Dalit family after three generations were finally free from bonded
labor. But they paid a heavy price for their liberation.
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Teaching teachers.

S

hanti, a 20-year old daring and responsible woman who took training at
the Dalit Shakti Kendra returned home after completing her training and
became a model of non-discrimination and equality. Ram Kailash who
was a young man from the village was inspired by her and was encouraged to
become a volunteer at DSK. They both hail from village Bausadva, District Rewa
in Madhya Pradesh.
They were aware that in both the schools, the primary as well as middle, the
teachers neither came or left the school in time. However, the community kept
quiet as they did not know how to stand up to the school authorities.
The primary school (grade 1-5) had two regular teachers assisted by a local teacher
under the state scheme known as 'Atithi Sikshak (guest teacher)'. The State had
evolved a scheme to appoint the most educated in the village as a teacher to correct
teacher's deficit at a daily wage of Rs.100. The appointment of the latter was
dependent on the recommendation of the Panchayat and this put more pressure
on her to do more work than the regular teachers with full salaries.
Hence when Shanti and Ram Kailash decided to address the issue of teacher's
irregularity the guest teacher pleaded not to touch the issue. Both the Brahmin
teachers traveled five kilometers each day to come to the village, but instead of
teaching the students they played cards. Often they made the young children sit
around and watch them playing. In the primary school, there were 67 children
deprived of learning.
Shanti and Ram Kailash had at least six meetings with the Panchayat to sensitize
the members followed by the meetings with School Management Committee
members to educate them about their powers under the law. The children who
were attendees to these meetings also played their part. Each day they did a
morning walk around the village, Prabhat Feri, shouting slogans: 'Ye diwane
kahan chale, school chale, school chale'. 'Khelenge, kudenge to honge kharab,
padhenge, likhenge to honge nawab'.
(Look, where are these loved ones heading? To the school, to the school; we will become
bad if we only jump and play around, but be the masters of we learn and write).
Today, Shanti has resumed her further studies and empowers the Dalits of the
village to stand up for what they believe in.
After series of meetings, the community got together and submitted a
memorandum to the BRC and CRC, a teacher's supervisory body for the block.
The authorities came to the village and investigated the charge and found the
teachers guilty. A warning was issued to the teachers. Now they no more play
cards and are regular to the school.
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Where the demands for justice is also threatened.

B

oth for the Dalit minor girl and her parents as if the lightening had struck
on them in village Dihi Khurd of Koraon Tehsil in Uttar Pradesh. While
the parents stayed back in the market to do some more work their
daughter returned to her home which is located near the pond at a distance from
others. The day was 16th August 2016 and it was six in the evening. Soon there was a
knock on the door and she rushed to open the door thinking her parents have
returned. Before she could understand anything, the entrant, a local Muslim young
man, threw her on the ground, bolted the door from inside and raped her.
After returning from the market her parents found the door of the house was
locked from inside and were unable to get the response in spite of banging the
door several times. Suspecting the worst, they closed the door from outside and
ran to get help from neighbors. When they returned along with other villagers
they found the doors open and their daughter unconscious and bleeding.
Witnesses informed them that family members of the Muslim young man had
come and rescued him. The man who raped her and her relatives had threatened
the victim to kill her if she dared to speak about the rape.
The parents of the girl and other villagers were threatened once again if they
dared to register a complaint as they approached the house of the accused.
Arvind Kumar, the Volunteer, and trained in basic legal literacy rushed to the
village which is at a distance of two kilometers from his own village and met her
parents and encouraged them to file a police complaint. Hence, a complaint was
registered against the accused under relevant sections of IPC and POCSO. The
accused is behind the bars.

DECEMBER 2017

11

Monday

12

Tuesday

DECEMBER 2017
Wednesday

13

Thursday

14

DECEMBER 2017

15

Friday

16

Saturday

DECEMBER 2017
Sunday

17

Monday

18

A constructive and inspiring Volunteer.

T

his is a story about Anita, a youthful and compassionate twenty-year old
woman hailing from the Chhataini village in Madhya Pradesh. She had
studied till class eight and was motivated by her mother to join DSK.
Here she developed leadership skills and her own personality. She became a
bold and self-respecting woman who stood for a cause.
During her visit to the primary school she was touched by the discrimination
against Dalit children. They were made to sit at a distance from the upper Caste
students. Mid-day meals were served in plates, marked and kept separately for
Dalits. Also, The Dalit woman helper was not allowed to enter the kitchen.
Anita understood that the problem she was witnessing was not a new one and
she would require support of others to break thick and deep seated
discrimination. She brought together some people who were equally disturbed
about the plight of Dalit children along with the members of the child right
group and sensitized the School Management Committee. She also encouraged
the women working as a helper to stand up to her rights.
One day, she noticed that the Anganwadi center was turned into an unhealthy
place owing to several cows and buffaloes grazing and discarding dung and
urine. Although the parents did not send their children owing to its unhealthy
condition of the Anganwadi, workers blamed the non-participation of the
parents as a reason for its closure.
The volunteers of Dalit Foundation clubbed this village along with other
villages where similar conditions prevailed at Anganwadis. Anita and another
volunteer Vibha, made a representation to the Collector's office. The Collector
taking the complaint seriously suspended the Anganwadi supervisor in charge
of some villages. Even the local magazine of women, called the Bahini Darbar,
published the status of Anganwadis.
Anita mobilized the community members in her village who got together and
cleaned up the place. She brought the Anganwadi back to its activities and saw
that it provided nutritious food to the children as per the government norms.
Anita succeeded in developing equality among the students and preached the
need to abolish Caste discrimination and Untouchability. She expressed that at
least the next generation should be free from these social evils. She kept an eye
to ensure that the discriminatory practices came to an end and the children were
having the food together at same place. It was Anita's thoughtful and
responsible nature that taught the Dalits of Chhataini to be fearless and fight
for their rights.

DECEMBER 2017

19

Tuesday

20

Wednesday

DECEMBER 2017
Thursday

21

Friday

22

DECEMBER 2017

23

Saturday

24

Sunday

The volunteers help Sarpanch exercise her rights.

M

eera Bai is a Dalit woman who would hardly draw any attention from
a passerby except may be her traditional pallu over her head that
sometimes drew a curious stare. She never went to school. Her
childhood was filled with poverty and oppression from the dominant
community. She always wanted to be emancipated and change the world around
her. She hails from Dabhaura village in Madhya Pradesh which is well
connected by trains and has a population of 8260.
She was elected Sarpanch, as she was known to be an active member of the local
women's newspaper, Bahini Darbar. There were three Dalit members in the
village Panchayat with 20 members. However, as a Sarpanch she faced
discrimination by her fellow members. She was not offered a chair to sit nor
served water in the common cups. The Secretary of the village Panchayat was
non-cooperative and he did not even open a bank account that is mandatory in
the name of the Sarpanch to manage the government schemes.
Ranjit and Sheela, two volunteers of the village trained at DSK, submitted a
memorandum stating the difficulties faced by the Sarpanch on account of her
Caste to the District Magistrate. An enquiry was ordered into the allegations.
This helped Meera Bai.
Meera Bai managed to overcome the opposition from the dominant
community and deliver benefits to the people of the village. She has
constructed many toilets in the village apart from constructing 8 PCC roads.
She has helped 507 old people to get old age pension from the State
government and sanctioned 200 houses for the people who did not have their
own home under the Prime Minister's scheme.
The volunteers conducted a survey in the village and identified school drop
outs due to poverty stricken parents. The teachers were advised to readmit the
drop outs. They also took responsibility to activate the village library. The
parents of participating children agreed to a contribute Rs. 2 per day so the
library fund now has a balance of Rs. 1800 with 30 children as regular library
enthusiasts. Due to the continuous efforts of the volunteers, Caste
discrimination no more prevails in the village school of Dabhaura.
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Non-cooperation

T

he 'Naik' family within the Maratha in village Risangaon of
Maharashtra's Nanded District enjoys traditional and hereditary
privilege of maintaining the custody of 'God'. Each year Malegaon
holds the famous annual religious carnival participated especially by all nomadic
tribes of the region. The fare can begin only after arrival of Naik who carry
their God decorated through a procession. The beating of the drum at such
occasion or in social events like marriages is traditional and customary
occupation of Dalits.
What disturbed Dalit youth recently was their discrimination at their own
doors. Dalits required to invite 'Naik' family at their weddings by accompanying
them through a public procession and beating of the drums. The Naik were
offered a privileged seat at the wedding ceremony just like specially decorated
seats of the marrying couple.
Naik family would counsel Dalits at every point at the wedding but would stay
away from food, water or touch. The Dalits had accepted all these practices in
the name of traditions. The youth however with the increasing awareness
against Untouchability and discrimination and for their rights of equality
decided to challenge this.
The youth have politely declined twice the call of the dominant Castes to play
drums in their weddings. They have put a stop to the customary practice of
inviting Naik to their wedding by procession. The elderly Dalits still hold these
traditional practices as their Caste duty though they are discriminatory and
humiliating. The Dalit youth, united in the village across sub-Castes have
started their non-cooperation movement with their elders.
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The fight for most poor starts with securing ration.

M

ost poor people even among the Dalits and tribal were happy to
receive the 'Antyodaya Card' that would entitle them to more ration
but they found themselves among 75 other Dalits and Tribal
families not getting the ration from the Public Distribution Shop owned by
dominant Caste member. Fearing the adverse consequences no one dared to file
a complaint. They feared that they would not get farm labor if they spoke up.
This is the story of the people living in a border village of Uttar Pradesh.
It took Arvind Kumar, volunteer trained at DSK from this village several
meetings to convince the affected families to protest against irregularities and
corruptions at PDS shop. However the fight for justice saw the light of day
when on the occasion of 'Tehsil Diwas', they submitted the memorandum to
the Block Development officer. When there was no action from the office of
BDO, Arvind Kumar filed an RTI application to know the status of the
memorandum submitted and found that due to political linkages and pressures,
officers were not ready to act.
Again Arvind Kumar mobilized more than 75 affected families and headed
towards the Regional Commissioner office and submitted an affidavit of all the
families and demanded immediate action against the PDS shop owner. As a
result, an enquiry was set up that found the PDS shop owner guilty of
irregularities in distribution of ration. His contract was cancelled and
transferred to another person from neighboring village Khivali. Now the Dalits
and Tribal including other poor villagers receive rations regularly.
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We want homework!

H

ome work is something most children consider a burden. But this was
not the case for the children of Dondar, a small village in Madhya
Pradesh that had only one secondary school with just five teachers
running it.
The students were Dalit and tribal. The only way they could fight poverty was if
they were given a good education, since education is the key to opportunity and
can never be taken away from anyone. Being aware of the importance of
education, the children of Dondar had hunger for knowledge. However, the
teachers were extremely lethargic and did not even give them enough
homework. For the children, the school was their only portal of knowledge and
they were dependent on their teachers in the hope of living a better life.
Three young musketeers Rashmi, Rakesh and Antima noticed the lack of
interest shown by the teachers and decided to do something about it. They took
the matter to the community where it was discussed and debated upon.
Unfortunately, they returned home in vain. The teachers even threatened them
to drop the matter. But the three musketeers being determined to fight for the
right of the children, did not pay heed to the threats made by the teachers and
pursued the matter. They even sent a written complaint to the authorities which,
after a lot of persuasion was taken into account. The result of all their efforts
was seen when the school reopened after the summer break. Changes in the
curriculum and in the attitude of the teachers were felt. The passion and
unwavering belief that these three individuals showed in order to improve the
life of the Dalit children proved that true power was the power to empower others.
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The fight for justice begins wherever you see injustice.
This is a story of Ramlalli. A thirty-one-year old self-employed tailor who never
let tradition and gender come in the way of things. When Ramlalli once visited
the Anganwadi of her village, she noticed that the Brahmin teacher, did not
touch the little Dalit children when putting them on the weighing scale. Instead,
she made the Dalit attendants to do the job. Children of that age consider a
teacher as their own mother and being treated as untouchables by someone they
loved and respected was not acceptable in society. Ramlalli confronted the
teacher and told her that it was against the law to discriminate students based on
their Caste. She told the teacher that she would file a complaint if the teacher
didn't correct her ways.
Ramlalli's flame of inspiration helped ignite a sense of humanity in the Brahmin
teacher who then carried the little Dalit children herself without any
discrimination. Her story did not end there. Once during the vaccination
program that was being held at the house of an Asha worker, she noticed that a
few women were made to sit outside while the others sat on a carpet inside the
house. On enquiring about the reason behind this she found out that the house
belonged to a Brahmin family and the women who were made to sit outside
belonged to a lower Caste. Enraged by this bigotry, Ramlalli confronted the
owner of the house. The latter told her that Caste inequality was a common
trend and that she could not single handedly stop it. Ramlalli replied by saying
that that she might not be able to fight the discrimination everywhere, but she
would start right there. Ramlalli continues to challenge stereotypes and by doing
so she is changing the mindset of the people in her locality.
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Fight for education precedes right for education.

T

his is the story of a gutsy, determined young man named Jay Prakash
who accomplished the impossible. The village of Magadur in MP had
only one school that was easily accessible. However, this school was
suddenly shut down without any prior notice. The students had no choice but to
drop out or shift to a school that was further away and could only be reached by
crossing two railway lines. On looking at the plight of these poor children, the
parents of the children led by Jay Prakash met the concerned officers of the
District education office to obtain a copy of the school closure certificate.
However, the authorities failed to respond to their request. That was when Jay
decided to take matters into his own hands. He began a movement called
“school bahal karao, pathan karao (continue the school, let the education
continue)”. He organized protest rallies where more than 50-125 people
participated . Children held placards and wrote postcards to the Prime Minister.
After presenting the memorandum to various officials and a public hearing
from the District Collector, a promise was made to restart the school. However,
they did not stick to their word and the school never opened.
It was in those dire times that Jay did not give up and motivated the people to
work harder to fight this injustice. He began to teach the children outside the
school gate. He taught them for 2-3 hours a day. Every syllable he taught them
turned into an illuminating spark. Day by day the number of students increased.
This agitation was covered by many local newspapers. Jay even opened a library
with his small but valuable collection of books. The children were introduced to
the stories of inspiring people like Savitri Phule, Dr. Ambedkar and Jyotiba
Phule who fought through a lot of hardships for education of those who were
denied the right to learn. He even encouraged children to paint and play sports
by organizing competitions and rewarding them with small gifts in spite of his
meager income. Jay not only fought an iconic case but also empowered the
children of Magadur by giving them an opportunity to live a fruitful life.
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Religious conversion is not enough to change situation of women.

S

abhya, had no idea about Dalit Foundation, when the local fellow
suggested her to go to DSK for volunteer training.

In 2001 her grandfather with two of his brothers and their families had converted
to Buddhism. Hence Sabhya, from her childhood had never experienced
discrimination. At times, she felt bad about not being able to worship the goddess
and observe fasts on special days like her friends. But slowly she began to
understand that compared to her other Hindu Dalit friends she did not believe
that her Caste was lower or her Brahmin friends were higher to her.
She was told stories about the greatness of 'Dashananda', the ten-headed demon
king Ravana along with stories about Lord Buddha. As she grew she understood
that conversion to another religion had a positive impact on Caste based
interpersonal relationships but did not change the unequal gender relationships.
She carried a deep pain as she witnessed her mother being tormented by her
grandmother for giving birth to three daughters and not a single son.
She did not sleep for two consecutive nights on her journey to DSK from her
home fearing for her safety. She breathed a sigh of relief when she came to DSK
and met many other women like her from different States.
As she participated in the debates at DSK and heard experiences of
discrimination from other women, she was reminded of events back home to
confirm the existence of Caste discrimination in her village too. As a woman, she
was always confined to her home unaware of the world outside.
For Sabhya, the fact that even younger brothers are empowered to control
freedom of their elder sisters is humiliating. Often while going to the school
where she taught, she had found boys passing lewd remarks and making obscene
gestures but she had then ignored them.
For the first time, the environment away from home liberated her from inner
shackles of trauma buried deep in her unconsciousness. She was traumatized at
the age of sixteen when she overheard her mother talking to her father working in
Bombay on the phone about a marriage proposal for her. The proposal was
brought by her mother's sister and her husband. Her grandfather had agreed. The
bridegroom was a forty-year-old widowed doctor with two adopted children.
Although her father refused the proposal, Sabhya was hurt that her mother had
not rejected the proposal on her own.
Sabhya wants to be on her own and not depend on others.She believes that there is a
need for her to work in her village as there is no one there to work for young women
like her. She also wants the young women of her age to learn to be independent.
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Dalit Panchayat members were elected and yet powerless until they
organized

I

‘

n school, I could not sit in the midst of my class students… I had to sit in a
corner by myself ’ described Dr. Ambedkar of his school in Maharashtra in
1894.

122 years later, the Maratha woman Sarpanch of village Penur of Loha Teshil in
Maharashtra's Nanded District did not come to the Gram Panchayat office but
made the elected Dalit Panchayat members to go to her house if they had some
work. On account of Untouchability, the Sarpanch made them sit outside her
house. They never filed a complaint as they were too scared. For almost twenty
years a single Maratha family had been elected as the Sarpanch barring for the
previous term, when due to reservation, a Dalit woman was elected as Sarpanch
that year.
2nd October 2016 however was the last day where Dalits had to go to the
Sarpanch's house and be humiliated.
As always was the case, the husband of the Sarpanch sat on the chair and
conducted the business as a proxy to his wife. Even on Independence day, the
Sarpanch was missing, as her husband hoisted the flag. There were complaints
from even Maratha community too that the husband of the Sarpanch was
misusing power.
A Dalit Foundation fellow, Ashatai along with local Dalit youth discussed this
issue in many meetings. Dalit women led a confrontation challenging the man
seated in chair of the Sarpanch during the Gramsabha and demanded the
Sarpanch to be summoned. The man threatened them but they stuck to their
demand. The Dalit women visited the Sarpanch at her home and demanded her
resignation if she was not going to chair the business of the house.
On the positive note Ashatai gave literature to the Sarpanch educating her of
her rights. The Sarpanch finally took charge much to the visible discomfort of
her husband. She is now seen in her office regularly five days a week.
For the first time the Dalits secured their right of hoisting their party or
organization flag just as other communities did at a public place in the village.
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Dalits realized that the birth of a Casteless society would begin from
their doorsteps.

I

t took many years for the Dalits of Bijepur village in Bargarh District of
Odisha to realize that they needed to unshackle themselves from the subCaste boundaries to fight the Caste oppression. The barber of the village
refused to serve Dalits. The barber was confident that no Dalit would protest
against him since within the Dalits; Ganda, a Dalit sub-Caste considered them
the higher ups than the Chamars and Valmikis. The inner hierarchy prevented
Dalits from socializing as well with one another, leave aside sharing food and
water. Untouchability practiced by OBC was not limited to hair cutting.
Jalandhar Patel a member of the Dalit Foundation unsuccessfully attempted
many times to get rid of the Caste discrimination in the village. He changed the
strategy and mobilized the youth among the Dalits. Initial meetings were held in
separate localities and gradually all the Dalit youth assembled. As a result of
these youth meetings, a branch of the Samta Sainik Dal was set up in the village
with 24 members including nine women members.
The Dalit youth under the banner of Samta Sainik Dal challenged the barber
refusing to serve them.
One day around 45 youth including 4 women from all the Scheduled Caste subCastes, united and queued up before the Barber's shop in the village insisting
that they would not allow his shop to run unless they too were served. The
barber returned home and consulted ‘Barber Mahasangha’ a union of barbers
to seek advice on the matter. The barber's union decided that henceforth they
would serve Dalits in the village.
The Dalits realized that the birth of a Casteless society would begin from their
doorsteps.
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The resolve to suffer no more ends suffering.

T

he women undoubtedly lead struggle for justice since they suffer most
of the consequences of discrimination. Dalit women of Bilaipali, a
small village with population of 542 in Bijepur Tehsil of Bargarh
District of Odisha too decided that they had to end their own suffering.
The three main Caste groups of village population; Dalits, Tribal and OBC had
separate settlements known as Wado with one exception. The sub-Caste of
Kewat within Dalits had been treated as 'touchable Dalits!'. Hence the Kewat
did not live in Dalit Wado. The State Government in a perfect design of
maintaining Caste segregation and status quo had constructed separate water
hand pumps for each Wado.
It so happened that the hand pump used by Ganda sub-Caste of Dalits, treated
as 'untouchable' was non-functional requiring repair and they were deprived of
water. Both the OBC and the Tribal refused 'Untouchable' Dalits to access
water from hand pumps located in their areas, resulting in a tense situation. The
Dalit women were affected most by this and hence the protest was led by them.
Susanta Barik and Tulsiram Kumbhar, the village Samta Sainik Dal members
belonging to OBC and SC community took upon themselves the responsibility
to resolve the issue. They brought together all the villagers and were able to
convince them that everyone was equal and had right to access water from
public sources. The meeting resolved that Dalits could access water from any of
the hand pumps. Further, Dalit women were able to access the water directly
and no one was required to pour the water in their pots from above.
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The learned learn to behave.

T

he village of Khiuli Kalan in Allahabad had a hand pump installed by
the Government which was the only source of drinking water for 45
Dalit families. The hand pump however was located near the house of
the Brahmin thus becoming the cause for repeated clashes between Dalits and
Brahmins. It was a norm that Dalits were required to wait on one side until the
Brahmins had enough water for themselves. At times, they even took bath
under the tap or washed their dirty linen as Dalits standing at a distance urged
them to allow to take some drinking water.
One day, Ramashankar a 13-year-old Dalit boy was unable to hold back his
thirst and drank water from the hand pump. He was beaten up by the Brahmin
man mercilessly. The mother of the boy was enraged to see her son weeping and
took up a fight with the Brahmins. The Brahmins found fault with the boy
saying that he drank water from their tap. However, the mother sought back to
the Brahmins and questioned their act of accessing the hand pump with their
foot wear on. She also challenged them to give up their footwear as they were
sewn by her community which they considered untouchable, if they were so
proud of their Caste purity.
Dalits were in no mood to bear the Brahmin high handedness and they called
for the advice of Basant Lal, the Dalit Foundation fellow. After giving a wellconsidered thought to the subject, the Dalits decided to file a complaint as all
the Brahmins had come forward in support of the Brahmin man who had
beaten up the boy.
However, on hearing about the Dalit plan to file a complaint under the
Prevention of Atrocities act, the Brahmins developed cold feet. The Panchayat
members intervened and appealed to the Dalits not to pursue the police
complaint. The Dalits were ready to forgive the man provided the water issue
was resolved for once and all. Hence, it was decided that the water would
henceforth be available on the first come first serve basis.
Dalits today access the water without any clash and waiting on one side to wait
for turn.
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Long road to justice.

U

nlike other Indian villages, Kenota is one of the 168 villages of Kalsi
Tehsil in Dehradun in Uttarakhand with only Dalit population of 121.
One would assume a village such as a 'Dalit village' would be free of
Caste discrimination and Untouchability. However, one evening loud cries for
help from a girl brought everyone out of their houses.
A ten-year old Dalit girl studying in grade five had been abducted by the Rajputs
of the adjoining village. Her parents along with a few others saw the girl being
abducted on the slopes of the hills. They ran to save their daughter, but it wasn't
easy to climb a hill that was so steep and catch up with the culprits. By the time
they reached the top of the hill, the accused was seen speeding away in a car with
their daughter.
Frustrated and helpless, the parents made several attempts to the police station
but were not successful in getting their complaint registered. So, they gave up
their fight cursing their fate. Few months later, the person who abducted their
daughter was seen roaming freely in the market.
During the village survey, this situation came to the notice of the Dalit
Foundation fellows who had set up a local organization called the Samta Sainik
Dal. They got in touch with the father of the abducted girl and encouraged
them to follow up attempts to get justice. The father was reluctant as he was not
supported by his fellow Dalits but, feeling supported by the activists he agreed.
The issue was taken up with the police again. The accused, knowing that the
fight for justice had been renewed absconded, not to be seen in public.
However, he continued to threaten the father of the girl and the Dalit activists.
Even though he belongs to a dominant Caste, he had listed himself as a member
of the Scheduled Tribe and hence a case under the Prevention of Atrocities Act
could not be pressed against him.
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Temple entry as a non-negotiable matter of Right!

T

he Bisoi village of Kalsi Tehsil in Dehradun District of Uttarakhand is
known for its famous temple dedicated the God ‘Mahasu’. Never
before, Dalits have ever been able to enter the temple, whereas the
dominant Caste members walk in temple premises with their footwear on.
There is no restriction on the cats and dogs who roam freely in the sanctorum to
lick the food dedicated to the God.
The temple has recently been renovated at a huge cost wherein Dalits too
contributed their precious wood; money and labor. Yet, Dalits remained
untouchables to the temple.
A major public function was organized on 15th October 2015 to mark
consecration of the renovated temple. The Dalit youth, inspired by the fellows
of Dalit Foundation, decided to enter the temple on the occasion as a matter of
their right. This was conveyed to the Dominant Castes of the village. The latter
responded Dalit call for temple entry with the only weapon they knew, the
threat of a physical assault.
Dalit youth were too resolved to deter and organized a press conference on
14th October wherein the program of temple entry was announced. The police
apprehending trouble ensured that there was no law and order problem.
The Dalit youth created the history for the first time by entering the temple.
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No more Humiliation.

W

hat is common to all Castes of village Dandididih (Mahuakhoro) in
Giridih District of Jharkhand is their dependence on extracting coal
as the only option for their survival. The poverty too brings along
common problems for all Castes including violence on women and alcoholism.
Untouchability practices adds to the village problems.
On 9th February 2016, there was altercation in the village between a Dalit and
OBC woman. The latter tried to remove the water pot of the Dalit woman and
wash the entire water stand to purify it from the Dalit woman's touch, a
customary practice followed by non-Dalits in the village. When the humiliated
Dalit woman protested, the other woman started abusing her.
The village council could not resolve the issue which was called in following the
incident. Hence, Pradip Paswan, a Dalit Foundation fellow called in the police.
The police tried for an amicable solution. The aggrieved Dalit women insisted
on the legal proceeding as this was neither the first case nor a single isolated
case. FIR was registered.
The legal action has forced a debate in the village about the Untouchability
practices. The result however is positive that no such incidents are found
occurring in the village of this nature.
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What is legal may not be actual.

A

fter almost sixteen years since the State Government of Madhya
Pradesh had allocated 36 acres of agricultural land to 52 Dalit families
of Hardoli village in Rewa District, the Dalit beneficiaries were still
struggling to identify the location of the land. They had the legal possession of
the land but not the actual possession. Further to add to the hardships of Dalits,
the concerned land had been under illegal occupation of Brahmin and Patels
and Dalit men were scared to claim their right over the land.
Vibha, a trained volunteer noticed this when she returned to her village after
training at DSK. Vibha called a meeting on the land issue that was attended by
30 women but not a single man. The women motivated by Vibha however
decided to pursue fight to claim their right over the land. 52 women therefore
came forward to sign a petition to the State to claim their physical possession of
the land. The state has promised action.
The women, encouraged with their success also took up the issue of drinking
water. They faced difficulty as two of the four water hand pumps installed in
Dalit locality did not function adding to their hardships. Along with Vibha, they
put pressure on the Sarpanch that it was his duty to get the hand pumps
repaired. The Sarpanch got the hand pumps repaired.
The women have also been successful in forcing the authorities to install a new
transmitter. This has brought electricity on the polls that earlier stood as monuments.
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